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Dr.N.Mallaiah,AssociateProfessorofHistory,KakatiyaGovernmentCollege,Hanumakonda(TS) 

 

Hyderabad State unique for its historical background. Nawabs(Muslim rulers) ruled the state 

for a longtime. During their rule many initiatives have been taken place to continue and sustain their 

dominance over the Hindus and other non-Muslims. One of their initiating was ‘Tabligh’ 

The main purpose of this paper is to Introduce Tabligh movement and Kolanupaka village 

wherein the movement started and gained momentum and what are the repercussions. present that, 

presentthe movement of “Tabligh”which has been taken place in the earstwhileHyderabad State. 

The village Kolanupaka, in Bhongir Taluq of Nalgonda district has attached significance in 

Hyderabad highly with the Tabligh movement. So in order to highlight the issues concerned with the 

movement the Kolanupaka incident has been taken as a case study for this purpose. 

As weknowverywellthat,theHyderabadstatewasruledby Muslims.Muslimsare dominated in all 

spheres-social, economical, cultural and as well as political and administrative. Hyderabad was widely 

accepted as a Muslim state. 

The concept that the Hyderabad state was an Islamic state was widely accepted. As such the 

Muslim section of the population enjoyed a privileged position and any attempt on the part of the 

majority to changethe administrativeset up on democraticprinciples was derided ascommunal
1.
 

The Hyderabad state population in 1901 was 1,11,41,142 and increased to 1,80,67,856 by1951
2
. 

46% population of the state was the Telugu, 26% Marathi, 14% Kannada and 10% are Urdu speaking 

people
3
. 

The Muslim concentration in towns and cities was about 33%, whereas the Hindus 

comprisedof67% inearly 1920s.In sharp contrast to thefact thattheMuslim population constituted 10% 

of total population ofthe and surprisingly,nearly90%of the state employees were Muslims
4
. 

Hyderabad was viewed as a Muslim dominance state. Typically in 1911, 70% of the police,55% 

of the army and 26% of the public administration were Muslims. In 1941 a report on the civil services 

revealed that of the 1765 officers, 1268 were Muslims, 421 were Hindus, and 121 others- 

presumablyBritish,Christians,ParsisandSikhs.OftheofficialsdrawingapaybetweenRs600- 1200 PM,59 

were Muslims,38were ‘others’, and amere fivewereHindus. The Nizam and his nobles, who were 

mostly Muslims, owned 40% of the total land in the kingdom. Quite clearly it wastoo much of a good 

thing for so few and the time for its end had come. 

TheMuslimCommunityhadspreadintheentirestatebutconcentrationwasfeltmorein urban areas 

becausetherulerwas aMuslim and that theMuslims were generally dependent on the state joining 

various government services.The Muslim officials enjoyed special privileges in the government and the 

Hindus were relegated to second-rate citizenship, more so in the case of Hindus 

fromlowerstrataofthesociety.Theywereforcedtoconfinethemselvestovillagesandmostof them had to 

work as farm labour for their livelihood. 

The first stirrings began in 1927 when the Majlis-e-Ittihad-ul-Muslimeen was formed to unite 

variousIslamicsectsfor ‘thesolutionoftheirproblemswithintheprincipleofIslam,and to protect the 

economic, social and educational interests of the Muslims. 

The Hyderabad State Congress agitation coincided with a parallel agitation led by the Arya 

SamajandHindu MahasabhaofV.D.SavarkaronHindu CivilRights.Toalargeextent theinterests 

oftheCongressandHinduorganizationsarecoincided.ThisputthemsquarelyagainsttheMajlis 

thatwasnowledbyBahadurYarJungwhowasalsothefounderoftheAnjuman-i-Tabligh-i-Islam, a 

proselytizing Muslim organization whose prime activity was the conversion of Hindus into Islam. 

Bahadur Yar Jung was a charismatic figure who became popular among the Muslims. He alsorenowned 

as the ear of the Nizam, Osman Ali. 
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